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health facilities and services con-
sistent with patient needs and profes-
sionally recognized standards of health
care.

(b) Medical care evaluation studies—
(1) Emphasize identification and

analysis of patterns of patient care;
and

(2) Suggest appropriate changes need-
ed to maintain consistently high qual-
ity patient care and effective and effi-
cient use of services.

§ 456.242 UR plan requirements for
medical care evaluation studies.

(a) The UR plan must describe the
methods that the committee uses to se-
lect and conduct medical care evalua-
tion studies under paragraph (b)(1) of
this section.

(b) The UR plan must provide that
the UR committee—

(1) Determines the methods to be
used in selecting and conducting med-
ical care evaluation studies in the
mental hospital;

(2) Documents for each study—
(i) Its results; and
(ii) How the results have been used to

make changes to improve the quality
of care and promote more effective and
efficient use of facilities and services;

(3) Analyzes its findings for each
study; and

(4) Takes action as needed to—
(i) Correct or investigate further any

deficiencies or problems in the review
process; or

(ii) Recommend more effective and
efficient hospital care procedures.

§ 456.243 Content of medical care eval-
uation studies.

Each medical care evaluation study
must—

(a) Identify and analyze medical or
administrative factors related to the
mental hospital’s patient care;

(b) Include analysis of at least the
following:

(1) Admissions.
(2) Durations of stay.
(3) Ancillary services furnished, in-

cluding drugs and biologicals.
(4) Professional services performed in

the hospital; and
(c) If indicated, contain recommenda-

tions for change beneficial to patients,
staff, the hospital, and the community.

§ 456.244 Data sources for studies.
Data that the committee uses to per-

form studies must be obtained from
one or more of the following sources:

(a) Medical records or other appro-
priate hospital data.

(b) External organizations that com-
pile statistics, design profiles, and
produce other comparative data.

(c) Cooperative endeavors with—
(1) PROs;
(2) Fiscal agents;
(3) Other service providers; or
(4) Other appropriate agencies.

[43 FR 45266, Sept. 29, 1978, as amended at 51
FR 43198, Dec. 1, 1986]

§ 456.245 Number of studies required
to be performed.

The mental hospital must, at least,
have one study in progress at any time
and complete one study each calendar
year.

Subpart E [Reserved]

Subpart F—Utilization Control:
Intermediate Care Facilities

§ 456.350 Scope.
This subpart prescribes requirements

for control of utilization of inter-
mediate care facility (ICF) services in-
cluding requirements concerning—

(a) Certification of need for care;
(b) Medical evaluation and admission

review;
(c) Plan of care; and
(d) Utilization review plans.

§ 456.351 Definition.
As used in this subpart:
Intermediate care facility services

means those items and services fur-
nished in an intermediate care facility
as defined in §§ 440.140 and 440.150 of this
subchapter, but excludes those services
if they are provided in Christian
Science sanitoria.

CERTIFICATION OF NEED FOR CARE

§ 456.360 Certification and recertifi-
cation of need for inpatient care.

(a) Certification. (1) A physician must
certify for each applicant or recipient
that ICF services are or were needed.
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